
Spartanburg County  
A Partnership in Early Childhood  

Best Practices for School Readiness 
3 Year Old Observation Checklist 

    

This checklist is intended for children 36 - 47 months.   Areas should be completed  

with the date as a child acquires each skill.  If child has already acquired skill when  

he/she enters classroom, check off area.   Update checklist monthly.    

    

Child's Name ____________________________________ Birth Date _______________ 

    

Teacher's Name ______________________       ________________________________ 

    

 LANGUAGE    

   Date  

 Labeling    
1. Names concrete objects in environment (7 out of 10).     

2. Names pictures of common objects (10 out of 19).     

3. Names plural form to refer to more than one.      

4. Understands use of common objects (what do we use to eat with?).      

    

   Language Structure    
5. Speaks in 4 to 6 word sentences.     

6. Uses present tense of verbs (i.e., He is jumping).      

7. Uses past tense of verbs (i.e.,  He walked home).      

8.. Uses "this" and "that" (i.e.,  I want this, not that).      

9.. Uses correctly:  I, you, me, he, she.      

10. Understands who, what, where, why.      

11. Asks simple questions using:  who, what, where, why.     

12. Answers simple questions.      

    

 Describing    
13. Tells actions in pictures.      

14. Tells use of items in pictures.      

    

 Songs / Finger plays   
15. Sings simple songs or rhymes (3 to 4 lines).      

16. Understands up, down; stop, go; fast, slow; open, close;     

  happy, sad; hot, cold   

    

 Position Words    
17. Understands prepositions:  in, over, on, top, in front of,     

 above, out, under, off, bottom, below.     

    

    

    

    

 Learning about self    
18. Points to body parts  head, arm, leg, hand, knee, chin, face.     
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19. Names body parts head, arm, leg, hand, knee, chin, face.      

20. Can tell personal information (name, age and sex).     

    

 Visual Discrimination and Memory    
21. Places objects on their outline.  (Circle to circle)      

22. Recalls three objects that are visually presented then hidden.      

23. Identifies what's missing from a simple picture.      

    

 Listening and Auditory Memory    
24. Listens to short stories.      

25. Follows two directions (i.e.,  put your hand on your head     

 and walk to the door).   

26. Repeats simple sentences of six or more words.     

27. Can repeat a sequence of at least three numbers (i.e., 3, 5, and 9).      

28. “Role plays”  characters from familiar stories (imitates).      

    

 Sound Discrimination    
29. Names sounds heard in the home (i.e., vacuum, phone).      

30. Matches sounds.      

31. Locates the source of a sound.      

    

 Refining Logical Thinking    
32. Sequences three pictured events from a familiar story (beginning, middle, end).      

33.. Expresses pictures sequences in three thoughts.      

    

 Relationships   
34. Pairs related objects and pictures (i.e., sock and shoe).      

35. Recognizes which doesn't belong in a group of three.      

    

 Inductive Reasoning    
36. Reasons inductively (i.e., "Show me something that rolls").      

    

  Math    
37. Matches shapes:    circle, square, triangle, rectangle.      

38. Points to appropriate shape upon command.      

39. Labels shapes circle, square, triangle, rectangle.      

40. Matches colors.      

41. Points to appropriate color upon command     

 (blue, yellow, red, green, orange, brown, black, white).     

42. Names the primary colors.      

    

 Counting     
43. Rote counts to 10.     

44. Counts out objects to 5.    

45. Understands number concepts:  1, 2, 3, _, 5, 6, 7, _.      

    

    

 Size Differences   
46.. Understands concepts full/empty.     
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47. Points to which of two sticks is longer.     

48. Understands big/little, tall/short.     

    

 Classifying    
49. Sorts objects into two given categories (by size, shape, color, etc.) .    

    

 Sets   
50. Matches sets containing 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 objects.     

51. Copies set of blocks when given a model.     

    

 GROSS MOTOR   
52. Rolls a large ball to a 3 foot target.      

53. Catches a large ball (from 5 to 8 foot distance).      

54. Throws a ball overhead with accuracy (4 to 6 foot distance).      

55. Throws a bean bag at an 8 in. diameter target 5 feet away.     

56. Walks up and down stairs, alternates feet.     

57. Walks forwards and backwards on an 8 ft. line not stepping off     

 more than 2 times.    

58. Jumps off floor with feet together without losing balance.      

59. Jumps 3 jumps with both feet.     

60. Jumps from the bottom step with both feet without losing balance     

61. Stands on one foot for 4 - 8 seconds without losing balance.      

62. Hops on one foot two or more times.  Right foot, left.     

63. Kicks a ball with 1 foot accurately for 6 - 8 ft distance.      

64. Stands on tiptoes for 10 seconds     

65. Walks on tiptoes for 5 seconds.      

66. Rides a tricycle.      

67. Imitates actions modeled by teachers.     

    

 FINE MOTOR    
68. Makes balls and snakes with clay.     

69. Pastes with index fingers.      

70. Strings at least 4 one-half inch beads (in 1 1/2 minutes).      

71. Puts 10 pegs into pegboard (in 2 minutes).     

 Screws and unscrews nuts, bolts, and lids of all sizes.     

72. Puts together a 6-8 piece puzzle.     

73.  Pours rice or sand.     

74. Holds crayon with fingers rather than fist.     

75..   Paints with large brush on paper (18 x 24).      

76.   Begins to draw human figures (usually head & legs).      

77.  Laces following sequences of holes.      

78. Copies horizontal lines, vertical lines, circles, crosses and    

 diagonal lines.     

79.. Uses scissors, but does not necessarily follow lines.      

80. Builds a tall tower, 8-10 blocks high    

    

 SOCIAL SKILLS    

81. Begins to put on and takes off outside clothing.    

82. Pulls up pants after toileting.    

83. Begins to take turns.    

84. Helps classmates clean when playtime is over.     
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85. Listens when others speak/takes turns in conversation.     

86. Begins to separate from parents.     

    

    

*Checklist@ developed by Mary Black Children’s Corner   


